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Members of the Gann family began moving into
Hamilron County while the E’Jhcmk\.e& srill resided
south of the Tennessee River. Preston Ganp was :L|:|]L-
to acquirs hundreds of acres in the Falling Warter rand
Hixson arcas. Tt was 1829 when P]Lblﬂll Gunn ac-
quired 314 acres from James Brown, who was an in-
fluential Cherokee, Brown had gorten 640 acres as a
result of the 1819 treary with the Indians, It was “on
the north side of the public road trading from Wasn-
ingron to John Brown's ferry of Tennesses Hiver,” The
line “crossed the Lirtle Chickamauga,” Chver the next
few vears Preston Gann added more than a thousand
acres to his holdings in the vicinity of North
Chickamauga Creel.

In the 1836 tax list of Hamilron Councy, Elizabeth
Clanm was in Districs 1 near Dallas, 1o Discrice 2 near
Falling Warer and North Chickamauga Creek were
Preston. Uriah and Alexander Gann. In Distrer 10
north of Ooltewih were John and lra Gann and Tho-
mas Gann Jr. In Districr 12 in the Soddy vicinity

were Allen, George W, and Washingron Cﬂnn. In
hmll of 1857, ‘K;m.mwmn Gann was found guilry
of first-degree murder in the death of 2 man named
Wilcoxen, who had a large family of “children. The
murder oceurred at Dallas in November of 1830 and
several other defendants were involved. This was said
to he the first case in Hamilton Counry of a first-
degree murder conviction.

Ihe Ganns had been in Virginia since the mid-
1700s. Samuel, Nathan and John Gann are men-
tioned in -L'!]'|'L' deeds in Frederick County, Va. Adam
Gann moved from Halifax County, Va., to Washing-
ton County in the future lennessee just akier the
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Revolution. Adam Gann died at Jefferson Counry,
Tenn., in 1812, He was apparently married rwice.
His will refers to children Adam Carcer, Nathan,
Samuel, Pegey and Hannah, Another son is listed as
Thomas.

Preston Gann, who was born in 1802, had married
Mary Ann Layman. The Ganns were closely allied
with the Laymans. Thomas Layman, who moved to
Hamilton County, was married o a daughrer of
Nathan Gann. Mary Ann Layman Gann, who was
four vears older than her husband, died i 1871
Presvon Gann then took as his second wife Susan Ann
Levi, who was 40 years VOL,‘.I‘L,'L‘I' than he was, By his
first wife, Preston Gann had six daughrers. Mary Ann
marned the German immigrant (,.hl istian Sniteman.
Cassandra married Daniel C. Smith. who died dur-
ing the Civil War. Louisa married Andrew J. Thomas
in 1854, Rebecca married James Jasper Jackson in
1855, Sarah married James M. Eldridge. Martha
married Allen K. Smith and later George W, Clarke,
Preston (Gann had a son and daughier by the second
wile — William P who married Sarah Elizabedh
Adams and Cacherine who married Clarence Oakes.

When Preston Gann died in 1884 he had trans-
ferred much of his former extensive holdings in
Hixson and was living at Falling Water, The daugh-
ters got about 250 acres cach in the vicinior of the
Hig ]uc!lr- e, Preston (Gann was buried ar the Sonirgman
Coemiete ry. This cemetery is located on a steep b ill
beside the Hixson Sev renth-D Day Adveniise Church on
Hixson Pike. Georee Gann, who was born i the revo-
Jutionary year ol 1776, is also buried here, He was in
Hamilton Councy just prior to the Civil War.



Chomas Gann, & son of Adam Gann, spent his fast
days in Flamilton County, Te was born in 1764 in
Bedford County, Va., and had meved on ro Halifax
County, then to Washingron County, Rhea and fi-
nally Hamilton in Tennessee. Thomas Gann served
under |:|n'rh}mm Sevier and Francis Marion and was
at the barele of Kings Mountain, He foughe the [ndi-
ans along the Coosa River. He died abour 1832, Fliza-
beth Gann continued o acquire real escace here.

The children of Thomas Gann are listed as Thao-
mias Jr. whe martied Mary McArscerin Rhea County
in 1818, Comnelius, Mary who married Elisha Corlhir
in 1818 in Rhea Councy, John “Jack”™ who married
Sarah “Sally” Painter in 1812 in Washingron County,
Eliza who married Robert B, Whire, and Roberrwho
married Rache! Bean,

John and Sarah Painter CGann lived in Hamilwon
County for many years, but they and several af their
children migrated ro \r:mrhwr.l.i Missouri aboue 1832,
Cornelius. Sitas. Caivin and Samuel sercled ar Dallas
County, while Adam went ro Wright County.
FJrT:ﬂ]lm Gann had married Lydia Mareland in

1840, while Silas Gann married Catherine Harris.
John Gann died at Dallas County, Mo, in 1871, Stay-
ing in Hamilton County were his sons Ira, James,
Charles and Elisha. Tra married Barbars Layman as
his sccond wife. Elisha was married to Amanda
Maddu, and his second wife was Talicha Aan Lowe
Cate. Martha, daughter of John Gann, married 2
MieConnell,

Children of Thomas Gann Jr, and Mary McArsrer
were James, Roberr, Elizabeth, William, John, Wesley,
Nancy, Russell, Sarah, Andrew, Mary, Tydia A..
Martha, Amanda and Lucinda. James moved ro Mis-
souri and Rebert to Kansas. Flizabeth married
Tefferson Gann, William and his wife, Mary, moved
to Minois. John married Martha Stidmore, bue she
lett and went west, Tis second wife was Amanda Bean.
Wesley and his wite, Eliza, had John, George, James,
Nancy and Calloway who maeried Anna Eliza Smich
in 1877, Nancy married Andy Gann, and thetr chil-
dren were Allen who married Rebecea Rickett and
then Rena, George, Russell who married Sarah Gann,

and Richard. Russell, son of Thomas Gann Jr.. mas-

ried Caroline Becknell, a Cherakes Indian, in lela-
horma., After she died in Arlansas in 1RO, he returned
to Hamilton Counry and married Jane Lowe in 1872
Russell Gann died in 1885, His son, William H‘lo—
mas Gann, marded Margaret Crawford. Sarah in
1852 married Miles Pinkion Penny, who previously
was married to Mary Ann Bean. Sarah Gann Penny
died in 1910 ar Soddy. Andrew lived Wit his wlh,,
Mary. ar Soddy. Mmt married John Dillings, Lydia
A married Seeven H. Jones, hm. he left for parts un-
lenown i 1866 and she married Jucob Barnes, a miller
whose parents had been killed by Indians ac Rhea
County. Barnes was first married 1o Eliza Cranmore.
Tydiz Gann Jones Barnes died in 1911, Martha died
as an infant. Amanda married James M. Bean,
|.ucinda married William Hackney in 1870

When the Civil War broke our, the John Gann sons
Missouri and in Hamilton Councy — went
with the Union. Ira Gann was apparently past Fight-
ing age. Buc James, Charles an 1d Elisha, along wich
James Gann's son, Campbell A, Gann, ail enlisted in
the Union army at Flarrison on Feb. 25, 1862. They
were mustered into the Fifth Tennessee Volunreer
Infancry Regiment on March 29, 1862, at
Barboursville, Ky This unic arrived from McMinnville
ar Chartanooea just after the hghcingar C “hickamanga.
They ]u,lmmE man the i}[’ldD‘L across Chattanooga
Creek uncl eve snevally with dr awing into rown. T hex
were later headquartered ar Sale LLLLJL and did dury
ilong the Tennessee River berween Chattanooga and
KnuwalL Then they were in the Atlanta nmpawn
and the fighting around Nashville, James Gann, whe
was a privace in Co. C, was lett sicle ar Nashwiile on
Jan. 17, 1863, and he died on Jan. 28 of “chronic
diarrhea.” He was buried ar Nashville, Camphbell
Gann served through the war and was mustered out
at Nashville on April 4, 1865, Elisha Gann deserred
on Sepr. 20, 1862, en route from C umberland Gap
to Ohin. TTe was arrested and laver returned o ducy
Charles Gann deserted along with his brother and
was broughr before & court- martial, He was ordered
to forfeir 2 vear's pay and was then allowed back in
the service. Charles Gann moved ro Missourt after
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Tohn Gann, son of Thomas Gann Jr., joined the
Union'’s Sixth Mounted Infancry on Sept. 12, 1864,
He was mustered ouc ar Nashville on June 30, 1863,
and he larer drew a pension at his home ar lgou's
Ferrv. Andy Gann, vounger brother of John Gann,
was also a ]Jliwle in the Sixth Mounted [nfanery, He
hure his hip in jumping off a train during the war.
He alsa received veteran’s benefics at Igous Ferry,
Tareere G, Gann was also in the Sixeh Mounted In-
fantey, and he later lived at lgou's Ferry.

The children of Tra Gann are given as Sophronia
who married 2 Carney and then a Hizson, Jesse who
married Nancy Posey, Zachary Taylor, James Madi-
son who married Isabelle Carden, Mary, Silas. and
Martha who married a Bice and then a Freeman, Jesse
CGann was living near Soddy when he died in 1927,
His wife, Nancy, lived until 1943, Their children were
listed as Lewis of Soddy, AJ. of Adanra, and Mae
who married Joseph Rawlston and lived ar Hixson.
James Madison Gann was also living near Soddy when
he died in 1930. His children were given as Ida Mae
who married John W, Horne, Callie who married Lon
. Lavman, Fred, Flovd, Robert and Willard.

The children of Elisha Gann are given as John Adam
who married Josephine Hodges and then Cyrena
Smith, William, Martha who m;lrj'i-ad Moses DeFriese
Miller, Tennessee who married William Davidson,
William T., Dora who married _]'.'1 mes Parker, Phoebe
who married James Gann, Samuel who ma rried Ella
Henry, Sally who married Jonachan Pendergrass, and
_Tﬂm-::n Tc | Jor wha married Osie Reno,

Jefferson Gann married lizaberh Gann, daughrer
of Thomas Gann jr. Their children included Marion,
Franklin whe married Mary Aan Sniteman, Sarah
who married Russell Gann in 1874, Joseph who mar-
ried Sophronia Smith in 1874, W, Riley who ma-
vied Emmeline Mills in 1874, Robert and John,
Franklin Gann was a Union veteran, When he died
in 1926, he was buried in the Rogers Cemerery, His
sons were Wilbert 1. and Richard AL The davgheers
were listed as Della Carnelison, Almeda Harfield and
Mary McKeel. Washington Gann was an older
brother of Jefferson Gann.

Campbell A, Ganr. married Mary E. Lowe in 1867.
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Their children included Adaline, Elizabeth, William,
John W, Sarah M., Thomas, twins Sanepraand Scleta,
and Phillip 18

Tames E Gann, son of Wesley Gann, lived all his
life ar Igou Ferry near Soddy. He died m 1926 ar age
73. His death occurred several days after he and his
wife, Mary M., had celebrared their hfticch wedding
ANnIveErsary wl[h all the children present. They were
William of Chartanoogz, Thomas N, of Nashville,
lames A, and Benjamin F. of Soddy, Mrs. Louise
Bean, Marcha Crest and Mrs. Amanda Gann,

Jareere G, Gann married Margarer "Rebecca”
Courtney, daughrer of John Courtney. They lived in
Ulinois, bur they returned to Hamilon County by
the time of the Civil War. The homeplace of Jarrerr
Gann was three miles from Daisy. He and Rebecea
are buried ar the Jackson Chapel Cemetery. Their
children were William who mareied Liza AL Stevenson,
James M., Daniel, Sophronia, john and Cynthia A,

A number of Ganns still reside here. The family
name is also kept aloft by the names of Gann Store
Read and Ganns-Middle Vallev Elementary School.
Cassandra Smith Road recalls the name of Cassandra
CGann Smith.

Thomas L. Ghanr of Rossville has extensively stud-
ied the family history. His branch of the family
adopred an alrernate spelling. Christine and James
Holeomb compiled information on Preston Gann.
Thomas Thurman Burler of Joplin, Mo., wrote 4 bool
on his Gann ancestors, Phyllis Horsman is another
local Gann researcher.



