. THE RIBLIN FAMILY
/ MARTIN RIBIIN
Father of Kathesrine Riblin, wife of Adam Kern, Sr.

? - 1793

Martin Riblin and his brother, Jokm, were Germsn immigrants in
the same fashion as Conrad Kern, We have no information on John,
but Martin had a farm close to Conrad's in Rowan County, ¥W. C.,
and it seems logical that Conrad's son, Adam, Sr,, would msrry
Martin's daunghter, Ketharine. As stated previcusly in the mat-
erial about Adam Kern, Sr., a grandson, Henry Barfon Kern, left
a record that his grandmother's name was Katharine Riblin and
that his grest-grandfather was Martin Riblin. Further, all deeds
extant record Adem's wife as heing named Katharine, Katherine,
Catherine, or in ome instance, "Caty.”

Katharine Riblin must have been married by at least 1785 which
%o doubt explaing why she is not mentioned in her father's will
arswn up May 19, 1791, where he lists names of his daughters,
still unmarried and &t home. Assuming that these were younger
gsisters of Katherine, it is interesting to note that she named
her own daughters after them. The oldest daughter of Adam and
Katharine Kern was Mary M., undoubtedly named for her grand-
mother, Conrad's wife, Mary Magdalene. However, the other four
daughters bear names corresponding to the four Riblin girls in
the will and in the same order accerding to age. Martin men-
tions Anna, Elizabeth, Sarah and Susanna; Kathsrine named her
second, third, fourth and fifth daughters Anna, zlizabeth, Sarah
and Susan respectively.

But to return to Kathsrine's father, Martin Riblin {or Raib-
len, Reblin, Roblin, Ribley, Roebeling, Ribelin, Ribeling).
Rupps® Thirty Thousand Names of Immigrants, 1727-1776, page 289,
lists = Hans Martin Raible enc & Johannes Raible. Strassburger
}German Picneers, Vcl, I, page 198, verifies this by listing Hans
Marti Rsible ané Jcharnis Reiblen as arriving in this country on
fhe ship Duke of Wirtemberg, Daniel Monipelier, commander. They
came the usual way--from Rotterdam by way of Cowes, England--and
were received at the Philadelphia Court House Oet. 20, 1752,
They could wirite.

Mertin Riblin was an early settler in Rowan County. Carolina
Cradle says (page 87) that no CGermsns were in Rowan before 1752
and Ly 1762 there were 43. It is suggested that Martin "Raiblen”
came to Rowan about 1762. According to a map showing the orig-
inal grants of land in Rowan County (see page 10 this booklet)
Martin Riblin owmed 300 acres “on 1little south fork of Crane
Creek" dve south of one of Conrad Kern's tracts of land. Deed
to the Riblin land can be found in Rowan Deeds, Book XTI, page
629. Original grant number is 168L.

s



Mertin "Ribley"” appears in t2e 1790 census for Rowan County
and is shown as having in his family
1 male over 16; 1 male under 16
& females, ineluding wife

Further tylng him in witk the Kerns, Adam Kern, Sr. was one
of the executors of his will (see page 27 this booklet). As en
interesting commentary on the era in which he lived, we also
have a record of the settlement of "Ribley's" estate on April 29,
1793. {(On file in the State Archives, Raleigh, N. C.) An inven-
tory of his estate was made and a sale held. Purchasers of items
included many well-known names in the Rowan German community
such as the "Widow" Ribley, Haxmon Butner, John Eller (Jolm
Kern's son-in-law}, George Smitk {Riblin's son-in-lsw}, Peter
Ribley, Peter Brown. The amount received from the sale: $117.12.

The 1800 census lists the "Widow" Riblin as still living in|,
Rowan County, her family consisting of B
1 male 16265 1 female 16.26

Note the change in spelling “rom “Ribley" in 1790 to Riblin
in 1800. Adam Kern, Jr., third som of Adam, Sr., named hig third
son (born Jan. 8, 1821) Martin Riblin Kern, so we sssume that
when Reiblen was Anglicized it was accepted as Riblin. However,
a current member of the family says that the early name was al-
50 spelled Roebeling, later changed to Ribeling. The Ribelins
of North Carolina still pronounce the name as Ribel with sccent
on the first "i" but others pronounce it Rib-e-lin. Tombstones
of later members of the family in 01d Union Cemetery spell the
name Ribelin (David Ribelin and Mzrtin F. Ribelin).

Martin Riplin, Jr. moved to Kentucky (and possibly up into
Lawrence County, Ind, for a time) and died in Kentucky March 29,
18325 his will is dated March 23, 1831 with Adam Kern, Jr. as
executor. The David mentioned above was his son. Abraham Kern|
(oldest son of Adam, Sr.) was executor of the will of Martin F.
Ribelin (and perheps guardian of hisg estate), David's son, who
only lived to age 19. (Lewrence County Probate Book A, page 410,
May 1837.)} David Ribelin was a charter member in the 0ld TUnion
Church, Lawrence County,., Ind., along with the Kerns.

The ckildren of Mariin and Acnzs Riblin were:

Katharine born 1762  married Adam XKern, Sv.
Martin, Jr. ? ?

Ja,.0b ? ?

fnna ? ?

Elizabeth ? George Smith, Jr.
Sarah ? ?

Susanna ? ?

Rachel ? ?
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